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We are now in the third year of the BWEL program.
Last year, 12 students accepted in the first year
were successfully awarded the master's degree and
the certificate of completion of the BWEL program.
Among them, six domestic and two foreign gradu-
ates obtained jobs, and four foreign graduates
proceeded to the doctoral program of Gifu Univer-
sity. In this academic year, total 62 students, includ-
ing 10 doctorate candidates, enroll in the BWEL
program; among them, 39 are foreign students
from Asian countries. These numbers exceed our
original target. Overall, the rearing program in the
first two years was progressed smoothly, thanks to
staff members of Gifu University, professors who
provided lectures, the Gifu Environmental Manage-
ment and Technology Center and all other domes-
tic and overseas cooperative partners for their
support.

In order to improve our program further, the
promotion office conducted original questionary
survey for students and asked for their comments.
According to the survey, four interdivisional
complementary subjects received good reputa-
tion. Most students found these subjects interest-
ing, and felt the contents were useful for their
career. Subjects relating to humanities and social
science were appreciated as well, although a few
students felt some lectures were difficult to under-
stand. This was probably because engineering and
agriculture students were not familiar with the
basic knowledge involved. Three special lectures
drew much interest from students because they
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dealt with practical environmental problems. Most
students understood the contents in spite of the
difficulties. Subjects of special practices were
regarded as meaningful because they sought for the
solution of actual environmental problems through
group discussions. Joint seminar achieved its aims to
some extent, cultivating the sense of responsibility
as environmental leaders and skills in communicat-
ing on, discussing about and accounting for diverse
environmental problems, and deepening exchanges
among students. Prior meetings with the teaching
staff before presentation were also highly acknowl-
edged.

Comments from students include favorable ones
like: lectures stimulated the interest to new subjects,
and were practical, not just theoretical; the impor-
tance of global viewpoint on water resources was
well realized; the interest in international relation-
ships was enhanced. There were also comments that
ask for improvements. Several students commented
that they want to have more time for discussion, and
that prior knowledge was not sufficient in order to
understand the lectures properly.

This year, we will continue our effort for improve-
ment based on the survey results. Lectures will
cover introductory parts while keeping the special-
ized contents at the same level. In some lectures, we
will also provide materials for preparation in
advance. As a part of the improvement, we started
joint seminar in a revised format (see the next
pages).
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12 students awareded the certificate of completion
of the BWEL program
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This year, we revised the format of the joint seminar
based on the comments from students in the survey. In
order to facilitate active discussion, we separated total 62
students into two groups, and about 30 students in each
group are expected to participate in each seminar. The
seminar starts with two 15-minute presentations, each of
which is made by a team of two or three students. Teams
are arranged by including both senior and junior
students, and by including a Japanese student in each
team, so as to smoothen the seminar process and
strengthen exchanges between Japanese and foreign
students. Then followed are two concurrent group discus-
sions on the two presentation topics. Each seminar ends
up with a brief summary of the group discussion by a
representative student from each group.

The promotion office prepared a list of presentation
topics (43 topics) relating to environmental problems.
Each team selects one topic from the list, and prepares
their presentation through several meetings with staff of
the promotion office.

On June 9, 25 BWEL students (21 foreign students and 4
domestic students) participated in an environmental
education class with the 5th grade elementary school
students of Shimohaguri Elementary School. The educa-
tion class was held at Water Eco Park, Kakamigahara, Gifu,
in collaboration with the e-plus, a nonprofit organization
(represented by Mrs. Yukiko Kobayashi), which engages in
developing comprehensive learning programs for sustain-
able environments.

In the morning before the class, the Aqua Restoration
Research Center located in the park provided a guided
tour of their research facilities. BWEL students learned
about the experimental stream system that can be used
for controlled experiments investigating, for example, the
effects of the flow regime, stream meanders, or embank-
ment on stream ecosystems.

In the afternoon, 70 elementary school kids and BWEL
students actively communicated through field survey in
the artificial river finding diverse aquatic insects and crabs
and a water cycling game. In the game, each player
followed the fate of a droplet of water as being a part of a
cloud, the ocean, river, or plants by chance given by dices
that simulated transition of water from one state to the
other. Both elementary school kids and BWEL students
enjoyed the invaluable experience. For kids, it was not

The first joint seminar of this academic year was held
on May 13 with 30 students and all staff of the promotion
office. The group discussions were lively, where students
actively voiced and exchanged their opinions from their
experiences. In total, 14 joint seminars are scheduled for
this academic year.

Students enjoying their group discussion

just learning the nature, but also a good opportunity to
experience international communication through
English, and to learn about Asian countries. For foreign
students, this experience provided them with some
ideas for better environmental education back in their
home countries.

After the class, BWEL students toured Aqua Toto, an
aquarium located in the park that exhibits fish and
lizards that inhabit freshwater lakes and rivers world-
wide, including Nagara River, Lake Tanganyika, and the
Mekong.

This activity was covered by the newspaper Gifu
Shinbun on June 10.

L_,

Learning the experimental stream system in the Water Eco Park

April -New semester guidance was held by staff of the promotion office.
+12 foreign applicants were selected as candidates of the 4th term program students; they will enter Gifu University in
October as research students.

May The representative of e-plus, Mrs. Yukiko Kobayashi, visited Gifu University and exchanged views on cooperation for
environmental education.
«Prof. Li introduced the rearing program to collaborative institutions on his visit to Shanghai, Nanjing and Lanzhou for
a short field study trip (May 31-June 5).

July Program evaluation by experts outside the campus will be conducted (July 15)

September -Water environment workshop will be held with Gifu Environmental Management and Technology Center (September 4).
+Group internship for foreign students will be conducted in Gifu Environmental Management and Technology Center

(September 12-16).

+Group internship for Japanese students will be conducted in Guangzhou, China (September 12-18).
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This corner will bring you messages and voices from teaching staffs

and students who participated in this program.
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Professor

Tomonao Kobayashi
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[Specialty/2Fq]

Hydraulics,
Coastal and Ocean
Engineering, Meteorology
KEBFE BEEELR
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The educational and research topics of our
department, Environmental and
Renewable Energy System Dept. are not
only the water environment but also the
air and soil pollution, new energy
resources and etc. We assess and predict
the solar energy, wind power and ocean
waves by applying the information of the
weather forecasting, including solar
radiation, wind and rain fall in our
laboratory. Many foreign students are in
our office now with the BWEL program.
Students learn various environmental
knowledge and technologies in the
program and their campus life, which is
my hope.
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Assisstant Professor
Kohei Yoshiyama
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[Specialty/ZF9]
Limnology,
Aquatic Ecology,
Theoretical Ecology
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| joined the promotion office of BWEL from
this May. Since then, | am very impressed
by the highly motivated students from
Asian countries including Japan.
Environmental problems are essentially
multi-faceted, and specialists with broad
knowledge and perspective are anticipated
either in developed and developing
countries. It is our task to rear such
specialists. | am happy to share my
knowledge as a researcher studying lake
ecosystems, and to learn together what we
can do for the future.
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Hisashi Takasu
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[Affiliation/Fr/E)

Graduate School of Engineering,
Department of Environmental
and Renewable Energy
System, M2
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[Research Theme
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Estimation of solar energy
resources for photovoltaic
generations
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During my first year as a student of this
program, | had prime experiences
through, for example, lectures of
professors from other universities and
the internship in China. It was not easy
for me to communicate and discuss in
English, but I made it anyhow. In the
second year, | would like to help
younger students, not just to develop
my own research.
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Zhil Liang
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[Affiliation/F/&]

Graduate School of Engineering,
Department of Environmental
and Renewable Energy
System, M2
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[Research Theme
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The effect of dust aerosol
on surface shortwave
radiation using the
WRF-Chemistry Model
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From February 23 to 25, | attended the
technical excursion of water-related
facilities in Tokyo. During the excursion,
we learned details of advanced
technologies relevant to the water cycle
and utilization in Tokyo metropolitan
area. | was deeply impressed by the flood
control facilities with their large
architectural scale. Their construction and
design principle should be able to
effectively reduce the damages caused by
flood. | think the technology is worth
introducing to cities in China that have
frequently suffered by flood. In my
second year of master course, | will
continue to learn knowledge relevant to
basin water environments as well as
professional knowledge.
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