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The BWEL certification ceremony of academ-
ic year 2012 was held at Nagaragawa Convention
Center on March 25th, 2013. This was the third cer-
tification ceremony overall, and the first ceremony
where doctoral course students were certified as
environmental leaders. The certificate of International
Environmental Leadership was awarded to 26 master’
s course students and 5 doctoral course students who
have fulfilled both the requirements for graduation
from the master’s program (the Graduate School of
Engineering or the Graduate School of Applied Bio-
logical Sciences) or the doctoral program (the Grad-
uate School of Engineering or the United Graduate
School of Agricultural Science) and the requirements
for completion of the BWEL program. The recipients
were from 8 Asian countries, 11 from Japan, 9 from
China, 5 from Indonesia, 2 from Vietnam, and 1 from
each of Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia and Bangla-
desh.

In the ceremony, Dr. Akira Komiyama, Director
of Gifu University, presented the certificate and
gave congratulatory address. While acknowledging
achievements of students through the course study
of the program, he encouraged their continuous
effort in broadening knowledge on environmental
problems, and their taking active roles as environ-
mental leaders in their countries. Address in reply was
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Certificate of International Environmental Leadership was awarded to 5 doc-
toral course students and 26 master’s course students from Dr. Komiyama

delivered by the representative student Shouhei Oga-
wa (Graduate School of Engineering, from Japan).

Among 11 Japanese students, 10 students were
employed in enterprises or governmental organiza-
tions and a student advanced to the doctoral course
in Gifu University. Among 20 international students, 3
students were employed in enterprises and a univer-
sity in Japan, and 3 advanced to the doctoral course
in Gifu University. Other students returned their home
countries; 3 obtained their jobs in universities or gov-
ernmental institutions. All students are expected to
engage in solving environmental problems in their
countries.
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The fourth BWEL international symposium was held at the Gifu Uni-
versity Auditorium on November 30, 2012. The annual BWEL symposium,
entitled “International Symposium of Environmental Leaders Training
Program,” was co-organized by 3 universities (Gifu University, Shizuoka
University, and Yokohama National University) and Gifu Environmental
Management and Technology Center.

Opening remarks were provided by Dr. Hideki Mori, President of Gifu
University, Ms. Akane Matsushita of the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology of Japan, Dr. Kohjun Yamashita, Program
Officer of Japan Science and Technology Agency, and Dr. Mikio Ishiwatari
of the World Bank.

Three keynote speakers were invited. Dr. Chunchang Huang, Professor
of Shannxi Normal University, delivered the first keynote, “Prehistorical
Great Floods in the Yellow River Basin: From Legend to Fact.” Dr. Yoshimi
Suzuki, Professor of Shizuoka University, delivered the second keynote,
“New Approach for Chemical-biological Response of Marine Ecosystem
in Global Change: Importance of Integrated Feeling.” The last keynote
was delivered by Dr. Volker Mauerhofer, a senior research fellow of United
Nations University with the title, “Sustainable Biodiversity Governance:
Challenges, Concepts and Changes.” These interdisciplinary lectures gave
great opportunities of cogitating on historical, scientific, and practical as-
pects of global environmental problems for audience.

Poster session was held between the second and the last keynotes.
Twenty-seven students from the environmental leadership programs
of 3 universities prepared extended abstract (2 pages) and made poster
presentations on their thesis researches. The extended abstracts were
reviewed by faculty members of 3 universities and were published as the
symposium proceedings. Participants enjoyed lively discussion and com-
munication in a relaxed atmosphere. Presentations and the accompanying
extended abstracts were thoroughly evaluated by the keynote speakers
and faculty members from 3 universities, and following 4 presentations
received the best research award: “Solar irradiance forecasting using the
WRF model and Kalman filter” by Yuanyuan Liu (M2, Gifu University; from
China); “Transition in distribution and utility of tree in the rice production
forest in Northeast Thailand” by Pham Thu Ha (M2, Gifu University; from
Vietnam); “Stress response and recovery in Pocillopora damicornis under
high nitrate level and elevated temperature” by Pramod Kumar Chumun
(D1, Shizuoka University; from Republic of Mauritius); and “Carbonatites
from South Nam Xe (Laichau, Vietnam): a source of rare earth metals” by
Nguyen Thi Thuy (D2, Shizuoka University; from Vietnam).

Following the last keynote speech, a panel discussion was conducted
with the theme “International Network and Collaboration of Environ-
mental Leaders.” The panel discussion was moderated by Shinta Indah of

Mar. 15th 2013:
Apr. 8th 2013:
Apr. 19th 2013:
Jun. 4th 2013:

Joint Seminar of 2013 was started.

BWEL students participated.

Gifu University (D3, from Indonesia), and 14 panelists participated from 3
universities (6 from Gifu University and 4 from each of Shizuoka University
and Yokohama National University). Guided by the moderator, the panel-
ists discussed three topics on the theme: why do we need an international
network of environmental leaders?; how can we maintain the network?;
what kind of support do we need? Three kinds of benefits were suggested
that shall be brought by the international network, benefits for individuals
who participate, benefits for Japan, and benefits for developing countries.
Environmental problems are diverse and multifaceted. With the network,
environmental leaders with different backgrounds can cooperate to solve
complex environmental problems. Such network can also promote ex-
changes of experiences and technologies between developed and devel-
oping countries. The panelists also suggested that the network should be
feasible and effective so as everyone can attend, and responsible mem-
bers are necessary in organizing and maintaining the network. Building a
social network on Internet was suggested to be the possible first step. In
order to maintain and sustain the network, continuous financial supports
from universities, governments and industries were suggested to be nec-
essary. The panel discussion was closed by constructive comments and
helpful suggestions from Dr. Yoshimi Suzuki, Dr. Kohjun Yamashita and
Dr. Mikio Ishiwatari.

The closing remark was delivered by Dr. Akira Komiyama, Director of
Gifu University. The symposium was successful with more than 200 par-
ticipants, and was featured in Chunichi Shinbun newspaper issued on
December 5th.
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Photo from panel discussion by students of environmental leadership programs of 3 universities.
Fifteen students from twelve countries participated in the discussion

Meeting of Environmental Leadership Programs of Kumamoto and Gifu Universities was held at Gifu University.
Curriculum guidance of BWEL program was conducted.

Joint Environmental Education with Shimohaguri Elementary School was organized at Water Eco Park, Kakamigahara, Gifu, and

Jun. 14th-15th 2013: A delegation from Bandung Instutite of Technology (16 members) visited Gifu University and conducted exchanges and field work

with BWEL students.
Jun. 19th 2013:
and Technology Center.

Sept. 8th, 2013:
Oct. 11th, 2013:

\ Nov. 8th, 2013:

BWEL students participated in hotaru-watch night gathering at Daianji River jointly organized with Gifu Environmental Management

Water Environmental Workshop at Gifu University Auditorium.
Joint Workshop on Conservation of Water Resources at Kumamoto University
5th BWEL International Symposium at Gifu University Auditorium
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Koji Kageyama
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[Specialty/ EP9]
Microbe Ecology, Plant Pathology,
Mycology
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My research is focused on taxonomy and ecology of wa-
ter-borne plant pathogens. Though not directly related to
the main subject of the BWEL program, my research area is
one of the most important when we consider water resourc-
es and the related environmental problems. Suppose that
irrigation water is contaminated with plant pathogens. Then
you are to spread out plant pathogens through irrigation
water use regardless of your intention! Including myself,
researchers from diverse fields participate in the BWEL pro-
gram. Therefore students are able to learn water environ-
mental problems from a wide range of viewpoints including
biological, chemical, physical, and social. | hope our students
will become excellent leaders by means of accumulation of
many experiences and skills in this program.
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Yuanyuan Liu
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[Affiliation/ FFif&E]

Graduate School of Engineering
Department of Environmental and
Renewable Energy System, D1
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[Research Theme/ 38 7 —<]
Probability prediction of solar irradi-
ance using the meteorological model
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Thanks to the BWEL program, | could have a chance to
study in Gifu University. | think there are three charms in the
program. Firstly, we can learn broad knowledge on water
environments. From BWEL special lectures and practices,
we learn problems of water resources in Asian developing
countries and advanced water treatment technologies and
water environments in Japan. Secondly, we can learn a wide
variety of environmental problems, not just those related to
water environments. In Joint Seminar of the BWEL program,
students select a topic from a diverse list of environmental
problems, make presentation, and lead group discussion.
Thirdly, we can expand our horizon besides lectures. We can
participate in study tours and internships in Japan, which are
good opportunities of experiencing jobs and understand-
ing culture of Japan. | am truly grateful that | can study as a
member of the BWEL program, and recommend you to take
part in. | am looking forward to studying together on water
environmental problems.
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Mohammad Ziaur Rahman
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[Affiliation/ Fr/&]

The United Graduate School of
Agricultural Science, D3
EARFHER
Bt3E
[Research Theme/ HizE 7 —<]
Re-evaluation of Japanese Phytoph-
thora based on molecular phyloge-
netic analyses
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Two and a half years have already passed since | got ad-
mitted to the doctoral course of Gifu University and joined
BWEL program. As a private student, | was anxious about my
tuition and other expenses. In this critical situation, BWEL
program came across to me as a well-wisher. This program
made me possible to continue my study at Gifu University,
and at the same time, enriched my knowledge in various en-
vironmental aspects, especially water environment. | could
exchange ideas and share excellent thinking with students
from different countries with diverse cultural background
through seminars and practices. | also improved my exper-
tise in delivering lectures and preparing the presentation
materials. Sometimes | was amazed to see nice PowerPoint
materials and excellent delivery of lectures from BWEL stu-
dents. BWEL program provided me good opportunities to
develop worldwide friendship as well. Sharing our personal
or family matter together with friends is my great pleasure.
| think this type of program converts individuals to be inter-
nationally minded. It is very important for us to keep con-
nected with the BWEL members, both with teachers and stu-
dents, even after we go back to our countries. Finally, | want
to express my hearty gratitude to the program staff who
gave me a unique opportunity to join an excellent program
like BWEL, which can be a model of an educational program
for any country. | shall propose to start the same type of pro-
gram in my alma mater Bangladesh Agricultural University
in the future. | wish every success of BWEL program.
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