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On September 7, 2014, 28th Gifu Symposium/5th
Workshop on Water Environment was held jointly at
Gifu University Auditorium with the theme of “Efforts
toward water restoration: Think about the future of our
water environment.” More than 150 people attended
the symposium including members of non-profit or-
ganizations on conservation of water environment,
high school students of Gifu Prefecture, and students
and staff of BWEL Program.

The symposium began with an opening remark
from Hideto Fukushi, Vice President of Gifu University.
In the keynote, Fusheng Li, Professor of Basin Water
Research Center and BWEL Program Leader, intro-
duced the relationship between water safety and mi-
croorganisms by delivering a lecture entitled “Micro-
organism and water quality.” Following the keynote,
a panel discussion was conducted by 3 experts as the
panelists, with the theme of “Clean water environ-
ment in Gifu,” moderated by Itsuwa Shimizu, the Chief
of Public Interest Promotion Section of Gifu Environ-
ment Management and Technology Center. During
lunch break, an optional guided tour of research labs
of Gifu University was held for high school students.

In the afternoon, students from Gifu Prefectural
Agriculture and Forestry High School reported their
environmental activities toward the realization of a
nature-rich water park by the local community. Sub-
sequently Dr. Rofig Igbal, from Institut Teknologi
Bandung, introduced the environmental situation of
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Kcommunity—based wastewater treatment system for

Indonesia by delivering a presentation entitled “The
community-based wastewater treatment system for
the restoration of Cikapundung River.”

After the two presentations, intergenerational
group discussion was carried out with the theme
“Think about water environment.” All participants
formed 3 discussion groups and a variety of genera-
tions exchanged their idea on river, life, and natural
environments.

This symposium/workshop was co-organized by
Gifu Prefecture Environmental Management Technol-
ogy Center, Gifu Water Environment Network, Water
Restoration Technology Research Center of Gifu Uni-
versity, River Basin Research Center of Gifu University,
Gifu University, and BWEL Promotion Office.

Opening remark from Hideto Fukushi, Vice President
of Gifu University
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Panel discussion “Clean water environment in Gifu” by 3 experts
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Environmental Solution Special Practice Il is a compulsory subject of
BWEL Program for D2 students. Students are to develop teaching and
communication skills that are necessary for environmental leaders who
engage in education by conducting either a visiting lecture at a high
school or an open lecture in Gifu University. In this year, the special prac-
tice was held in spring semester for 4 students. The open lecture was pre-
pared and performed through several meetings with BWEL teaching staff.
The visiting lecture was prepared and performed with the cooperation of
Gender Equality Promotion Office of Gifu University.

On July 2, Edwina Zainal (Graduate School of Engineering; from Indone-
sia) delivered a lecture “My research and student life” to 24 students (from
1st to 3rd grade) at Gifu Municipal Yonan Junior High School.

On July 17, Liu Yuanyuan (Graduate School of Engineering; from China)
delivered a lecture “Myself and my research” to 35 female students (from
1st to 3rd grade) at Gifu Prefectural Ginan Technical Senior High School.

On July 25, Shouhei Ogawa (Graduate School of Engineering; from Ja-
pan) delivered a lecture “Soil’s physicochemical properties and functions:
their evaluation and application” to students of Gifu University.

BWEL internships of this year were conducted during September 8 and
12 (domestic) and September 16 and 24 (overseas).

The domestic internship aims at learning basics of water quality analy-
sis and technology of the Johkasou system with the support of Gifu Pre-
fecture Environmental Management Technology Center. The participants
are 12 international students in total, 9 from BWEL (8 master’s course
students and 1 doctoral course student), 1 from Graduate School of Ap-
plied Biological Sciences, and 2 from Graduate School of Engineering. The
5-day program included lectures on Johkasou, practical training such as
field sampling and chemical and microbiological analyses of Johkasou
and river waters, and tours of operating Johkasou systems, a Johkasou
manufacturing factory, and wastewater treatment facilities. On the last
day, students received the certificate of completion, and enjoyed a barbe-
cue party with the staff of the center.

The overseas internship was conducted in China. Headed up by Prof.
Fusheng Li, 10 Japanese master’s course BWEL students participated in
the program. In Jiangsu Province, students visited a water treatment plant
in Nanjing and two environmental business models “Yixing Industrial Park

Jun. 18, 2014:

On September 16, Pham Thu Ha (The United Graduate School of Agri-
cultural Science; from Vietnam), delivered a lecture “Research is fun!” to
400 students (1st grade) of Gifu Prefectural Nagara Senior High School.

Soil Physical Property: Soil Phases’ Composition

Soil water indic
-Water content
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Soil density indicators =
+Soil particle density (kg/m?) = 7=

*Dry soil density (kg/m?) = 5

Lecture by Shouhei Ogawa at a class in Gifu University
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for Environment Science and Technology” and “Yixing Ecological Envi-
ronment Protection Facility.” In the tour, they learned current situations
of water supply and treatment, and ecological environments in China,
and the importance of the environmental conservation. They also learned
practical aspects and methods of water treatment. At Nanjing Agricultural
University and Hehai University in Najing, meetings were held respec-
tively with the themes “Eco-friendly cultivation in a greenhouse” and
“Environmental pollution and the solution strategy,” where participants
exchanged their idea with the local students and staff. They also visited
historical and cultural spots in Shanghai, and learned Chinese tradition,
custom, and culture in addition to the environmental problems related to
water. The internship provided meaningful opportunities to participated
students. Their comments include: “The internship was very meaningful
and fruitful.”; “It widened my knowledge and view, and gave me a chance
to learn Chinese history, culture, and water environment.”;"Overall, it
helped me to re-recognize the responsibility as environmental leaders.”; “I
will make good use of this experience in my remaining study life.”

Aug. 5,2014:

Sept. 29-30, 2014:

Sept. 30,2014:

Oct. 1,2014:

Nov. 2,2014:

\ Mar. 25th, 2015:

Firefly watching party at Daianji River (Kagamigahara) was organized by Gifu Prefectural Environmental Management and Technol-
ogy Center, and 23 BWEL students and graduates enjoyed the scenery and communication with members of a non-profit organiza-
tion working on firefly conservation at the river.

Twelve BWEL students made poster presentations in UGSAS-GU & BWEL Joint Poster Session, and Shouhei Ogawa received Best
Poster Award.

Fusheng Li, Leader of BWEL program, introduced outcomes of BWEL program and situations toward the continuation in the sympo-
sium “Evaluating our achievements in fostering environmental leaders towards a new goal (What was obtained? What was left?)” at
Shizuoka University.

BWEL autumn certification ceremony was held and Ahmad Sole Setiyawan (Graduate School of Engineering; from Indonesia)
was awarded the Certificate of International Environmental Leadership from Hideto Fukushi, Director and Vice President of Gifu
University as the first autumn graduate from BWEL program.

New research students enrolled in BWEL program from China, Vietnam, Indonesia and Bangladesh; 5 as candidates of master's
course BWEL students and 1 as a master's course BWEL student (he is also one of the first autumn admission students of Graduate
School of Applied Biological Sciences).

BWEL students provided an open laboratory class "How to make polluted river water drinkable" at Gifu University Fair 2014.

BWEL certification ceremony of academic year 2014 is held at Nagaragawa Convention Center.
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Lecture by Edwina Zainal at Gifu Municipal Yonan Junior High School
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Short meeting in a water treatment plant in Nanjing
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Zuhud Rozaki
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[Affiliation/ FRIE]
Science of Biological Environment
The United Graduate School of Agriculture, D1
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[Research Theme/ HizE 7 —<]
Short drought, rainwater harvesting and climate change
in Central Java, Indonesia
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Education is a good path to get a good future.
Even if we can't guarantee all of our knowledge
will be used in our real life, all what we learned
during our formal education will sharpen our
thoughts to face problems in the real life. Now it
is my 3rd year as a BWEL member. This program
is not only providing me so many useful activi-
ties, but also supporting my study and life. In the
beginning | thought it would be hard to com-
plete BWEL Program while working on my own
master’s program, but now | understand that
all BWEL activities are useful for improving my
knowledge especially on environmental issues
and skills for communication, time management,
problem solving, and team working. | am really
grateful for being able to participate in BWEL
Program. | hope | can continue this great experi-
ence with all members and staff.
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Weny Zuwirna
Jx= X411V}
[Affiliation/ FRI&]
Division of Environmental and Renewable
Energy System
Graduate School of Engineering, M2
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[Research Theme/ #3287 —<]
Effect of recycling carbon fiber products on cells in vitro
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It was a great opportunity for me to be a mem-
ber of BWEL Program. By participating in this pro-
gram, | learned many things and could improve
my knowledge, especially on environmental
issues. In particular, Joint Seminar was one of the
most efficient classes. In my opinion, it is not just
a regular class or seminar, where we discuss di-
verse environmental issues of Asian countries in
English. Besides enhancing knowledge and gain-
ing new information on environmental problems,
| could also improve my English skills through
presentations and discussions. My awareness of
environment was greatly built up by the knowl-
edge that | got through BWEL Program. All of our
activities provide impacts on the environment,
either positively or negatively. Better environ-
ment will lead to better life. | realize that taking
care of our environment is important. We have to
contribute to environmental wellness, beginning
from small things and small actions, at least for
ourselves in our daily life. Thanks BWEL.
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Akitoshi Owaki
KR hBEE
[Affiliation/ FRE)
Division of Biological Environmental Science

Graduate School of Applied Biological Sciences, M2
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[Research Theme/ Hi38 7 —<]
Characteristics of denitrification
at Ooe drainage channel
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| have been studying as a member of BWEL
Program for two years since | started the master’
s course. One of the fresh experiences was to
study together with international students. Be-
cause we were facing the same difficulties that
many of the lecture subjects we had to take were
broad and somewhat different from our major,
we often consulted together during and after
the lectures. At first, it was so difficult to commu-
nicate in English. But gradually, | could improve
my English while studying the contents of the
lectures and expanding breadth of knowledge at
the same time. | can recall that one of the most
difficult lectures was preparing group presenta-
tions with international students. By overcoming
those difficulties together, we could also deepen
our friendships. In many aspects, studying in this
program with international students was very
valuable experience for me.
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