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Under the tough circumstance that the novel
coronavirus infection is spreading across the world,
BWEL Program welcomed the fiscal year 2020. In this
fiscal year, nine master's course students including
three international (respectively from China,
Indonesia, and Bangladesh) and six Japanese are
newly admitted into the program, and currently 25
students in total are studying under this program.

Following Gifu University’'s policy against the
spread of coronavirus infection, the guidance of
study for all BWEL students originally scheduled in
April was canceled and, in place of that, on-demand
guidance was given. At the same time, the classes for
the compulsory subjects of "Regional Environment
Social Studies" (for master's students) and "Global
Environmental Seminar I" (for doctoral students) were
also changed to on-demand type in order to avoid
Three Cs (Closed spaces, Crowded places, and Close-
contact settings).

The subjects above are effectively provided
according to the following forms: grouping students
by presentation topics prepared by BWEL teaching
staff in advance (each group consists of 2 to 4 students
with different nationalities), preparing PowerPoint
presentation material through several study meetings
with BWEL teaching staff in English, giving group
presentation in English in front of all participants,
conducting group discussion under the leadership
of presenters, giving a short summary on the group
discussion by presenters, and writing a short report
by each student finally.

In order to ensure the effect of learning even if the
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class style was changed in the first semester, online
meeting with Microsoft TEAMS was introduced
for students' discussing with BWEL teaching staff.
At the same time, to help students deepen their
understanding of the topics, BWEL teaching staff
also changed the teaching method by giving a brief
explanation on the topic with a presentation material
first and then students prepared their materials via
several times of individual online meetings with
the BWEL teaching staff. After students added their
English narration to the presentation files, the final
version of their presentation materials were ready
for use in the class. Afterwards, the BWEL teaching
staff uploaded the completed presentation materials
to AIMS-Gifu (a learning support system) and gave
an announcement on the starting of self-study
simultaneously. Students were required to access
to the uploaded materials and submit their short
report after self-study. Besides, to facilitate students
exchanging their opinions and ideas, a space on
AIMS-Gifu for discussion was designed and arranged.

In the second semester, we are continuing to
incooperate online discussions into our classes for
the compulsory subjects of “Global Environment
Social Studies" (for master's students) and "Global
Environmental Seminar I" (for doctoral students) in
order to continuously deal with the ongoing problem
of coronavirus infection. We have changed the lecture
style back to the original classroom mode from on-
demand. In addition, a special Q&A session is held
after presentation.
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When | was admitted into Gifu University as a master’
s course student majoring in energy, my supervisor gave
me the information about BWEL program. Since | con-
siderd participating in the program can not only expand
my perspective of considering local environmental issues,
but also can allow me to get a good opportunity to in-
teract with students from other countries in English in an
international atmosphere, | decided to apply to join with-
out hesitation. As a student studying the next generation
of energy, | want to gain a broader vision for the future
and gain experiences in working with people in various
professional fields. And with these experiences, | want to
become an environmental leader capable of solving en-
vironmental problems in the future. After completing my
master's course study, | hope | can continue my research
on environmental renewable energy.
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| am Rahman Fariha, from Bangladesh. At first, | would
like to thank professors and staff for giving me this gold-
en opportunity to participate in the BWEL program. My
dream of becoming a BWEL member has come true. This
program gives me new aspiration to conduct fruitful re-
search; | am satisfied with the facilities provided by the
program. By joining the BWEL program and discussing
with Japanese students and international students from
other countries, | hope that | can consider everything from
a flexible and broad perspective. My Japanese is not good,
but my friends have helped me a lot in understanding
many things. By participating in the Joint Seminar, | have
learnt many new concepts, traditions, customs and envi-
ronmental issues related to local and environmental prob-
lems and solutions. This seminar is like a platform where |
can have extensive discussions with the group members
and listen to other ideas and opinions, thus improving our
quality and knowledge.

After finishing my study for master’s degree, | want to
work in environmental field, and as an environmental
leader, contribute to our society with a flexible and broad
perspective.
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Agricultural and Environmental Sciences,
Graduate School of
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The motivation to apply to BWEL program is because
this is not an opportunity that many people can get. My
dream is to make both parents proud by continuing to
study abroad. | also want to be a lecturer who can share
the knowledge and be useful to many people.

In the BWEL program | got many friends from abroad,
not only from Japan, but also from other countries such as
Myanmar, China, Viet Nam as well. At the same time, | also
have learned a lot about how different countries handle
their environmental problems by taking several specially
designed subjects.

After graduation | want to be a lecturer, not an ordinary
lecturer, but the one who can create a comfortable atmo-
sphere for motivating and educating students.

I am not a smart person, but | am a hardworking person.
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Looking overseas, there are many unresolved water
environment problems. | applied for the BWEL program
because | hope that | can consider water environment
issues from a more global perspective. | not only want to
gain knowledge about the water environment, but | also
want to improve my communication skills, which are also
very important after join the society. | especially hope to
actively exchange opinions with international students
and be able to accurately convey my opinions in English.

After completing master’s course study, | want to find
a job where | can make use of the knowledge of water
environment and English communication skills that | have
obtained at BWEL.
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| applied to the BWEL program for two purposes. The
first is to improve my English skill so that | can play an
active part in a globalized society. The second is to under-
stand the water environment problems faced by society.
So far, | have almost no experience in using English, but |
want to actively communicate with international students
without worrying about failure and deepen my under-
standing of water environment issues. After completing
my master's course study, | would like to find a job where |
can make use of my qualification as a weather forecaster |
acquired by self-studying.

| would like to take part in the program by making use
of my strong point of being persistent in everything.
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By participating in the Rearing Program for Basin Water
Environmental Leaders, | want to understand various is-
sues related to the water environment in Asian countries
from various perspectives and develop flexible thinking
by seeking solutions. Also, by having lots of exchanges
with international students, | would like to learn different
cultures and improve my ability to make communication
and build cooperation.

In the near future, | want to play an active role in the
infrastructure industry, which supports people's life from
the foundation. My best feature is the bright personality
of trying to enjoy any occasion.
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Department of Energy Engineering,
Graduate School of
Natural Science and Technology

The reason why | applied to the BWEL program is that
| would like to gain a global perspective through interac-
tion with international students. Through this program,
| want to understand the current overseas water envi-
ronment situation and improve the ability to think about
future countermeasures. With the valuable experience of
participating in this program, | hope to engage in some
overseas-oriented activities after completing my master's
study.

My attractive point lies in my smile. To communicate
with many students who are studying under this program,
I would like to cherish this point.
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Department of Energy Engineering,
Graduate School of
Natural Science and Technology

After entering the university and by making friends with
foreign students, | became interested in foreign culture
and motivation for learning. In order to interact with more
foreign students, experience their culture, and understand
their motivations to study abroad, | applied to and partici-
pated in this program, which many international students
belong to.

English communication is essential when interacting
with foreign students. By participating in this program, |
want to improve my English communication skills. In ad-
dition, | also want to use my strong point of flexibility to
understand different cultures and different ways of think-
ing and establish a respectful relationship with foreign
students.

After completing the master's course study, | want to
pursue a career that can make use of the Energy Engineer-
ing that | am currently learning, the Civil Engineering |
studied as an undergraduate, and the knowledge on wa-
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On September 18, the BWEL certificate ceremony was held at the office
of the president of Gifu University. Dr. Hisataka Moriwaki, the president
of Gifu University, attended the ceremony along with the BWEL General
Committee members and the BWEL Promotion Office staff. The certificate
of International Environmental Leadership was awarded to a doctoral
course student who fulfilled the requirements for completion of the BWEL
program in September.

At the ceremony, Dr. Hisataka Moriwaki, deliverd the certificate to
Suozhu (from China), a graduate from The United Graduate School of Ag-
ricultural Science.

In the conversation after ceremony, Suozhu reported to the president
about his future aspirations, "l want to become a lecturer at a university in
China, and continue my research on water flow management for agricul-
ture. President Moriwaki encouraged him, saying "Even after you become
a lecturer in your country, | hope that you will continue to keep a close
relationship with Gifu University, conduct joint research with Gifu Univer-
sity, and recommend excellent students to Gifu University.
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In the subject of Special Practice for Rearing Environmental Leaders, M1
students are expected to learn the methodology of life cycle assessment
(LCA) through lectures and reading in turns, and conduct LCA on the en-
vironmental business models after a field study.

On November 18, students visited the Japan Environmental Manage-
ment Center Co., Ltd. They learnt a lot from several recycling business
such as sewage sludge recycling, plastic bottle recycling, and production
of wood pellet fuel from pruned tree branches.
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Certificate of International Environmental Leadership
was awarded by Dr. Hisataka Moriwaki, President of Gifu University
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Scene of on-site study
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